Old Testament Survey Lesson Two
Historical Books

Books of the Bible and Key Word(s)

Review New
Genesis Joshua
Exit Judges
Leviticus Ruth
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Nine Main Eras of the Old Testament

1.
The creation of the world and man, and early events.
2.
The birth of the Hebrew people through a family of patriarchs, covering a period of two
hundred years.
3.
The exodus of the Hebrew people as they were delivered out of four hundred years of
slavery in Egypt.
4.
The conquest of the Promised Land by the Hebrew people upon their return from Egypt.
5.
A four-hundred year period during which Israel is governed by rulers called judges.
6.
An additional four-hundred year period during which Israel becomes a full-fledged nation
ruled by a monarchy.
7.
A seventy-year period during which Israel’s leaders live I exile, having been conquered
by foreign countries.
8.
The return of exiled Jews to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and the temple.
9.

A final four-hundred year period between the close of the Old Testament and the opening
of the New Testament.



Arc of Bible History

Nine Central Figures of the Old Testament

ERA: FIGURE: DESCRIPTION:

1. Creation The first man

2. Patriarch The first patriarch

3. Exodus The leader of the exodus

4. Conquest The leader of Israel’s army

5. Judges The most famous judge

6. Kingdom The most well-known Israelite king
7. Exile The major exilic prophet

8. Return The central return leader

9. Silence The religious leaders

Nine Main Locations of the Old Testament
ERA: FIGURE: LOCATION: DESCRIPTION:
1. Creation Adam The garden of Eden, where Adam is
created. Near the convergence of the
Tigris and Euphrates.

2. Patriarch Abraham Abraham migrates from Ur, near
Eden, to Canaan, where he and the
other patriarchs live until the time of
slavery in Egypt.




3. Exodus

4. Conquest

5. Judges

6. Kingdom

7. Exile

8. Return

9. Silence
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During a severe famine, the Israelites
migrate to Egypt and are enslaved
four hundred years before the exodus
to freedom.

Joshua leads the conquest of the
Promised Land in Canaan.

The Israelites live in Canaan under a
loose tribal system ruled by judges
for the next four hundred years.

With the formation of a formal
monarchy, the land is now referred
to by the national name of Israel.

Because of judgment for national
moral corruption, Israel is conquered
by foreign nations, finally forcing
her leaders into seventy years exile
in Babylonia.

The exiled Israelites are allowed to
return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city
and temple, though they remain
under the dominion of Persia.

Though dominion of the land
changes from Persia to Greece to
Rome, Israel is allowed to worship in

Jerusalem without disruption for the
next four hundred years of “silence.”
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